ltudy Guide: December 29 - January 2, 2009
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Monday BTheVisit of the Magi Read Matthew 2:1-12
This passage relates the visit of the wise men to the child Jesus. Note
the pattern of Matthew's writing as described above repeated here.
Matthew is underscoring the identity of Jesus as the Messiah. He again
speaks of the fulblling of prophecy when he says, "for this is what the
prophet has written,” and quotes Micah 5:2 in the description of
Bethlehem as the birthplace of “the ruler over Israel." (See the latter
part of 2 Sam.5:2). Matthew includes the ominous side of Christmas,
Herod's plots.

Tuesday Brhe Escape to Egypt and Settlement in Nazareth Matthew
2:13-23

Noting Matthew's inclusion of prophecies that are fulblled in Jesus
reveals this passage to be divided in three parts by the placement of the
propheciesThe brst part ends with the quoting of Hosgd 1"out of

Egypt | called my son.The second part ends with the quoting of
Jeremiah 31:15, "a voice is heard in Ramah...Rachel weeping for her
children."This has meaning on more than one level. Rachel (described
in Genesis 29-35), one of the matriarchs of the Israelites, was portrayed
by Jeremiah as weeping from the site of her grave, "Ramah" (see Gen.
35:19) as the people were led ioito captivity in Babylon in 586 B.C.
Matthew is making a connection between the mothers weeping for their
baby boys in the midst of Herod's cruelgrito Israel's prior losses of

its "children." Matthew closes this passage with a Pnal prophecy
fulblled, "He will be called a Nazarend.hese precise words are not
found in any prophet, but the suggestion has been made that it was a
word play or a way of stressing that the Messiah would be from humble
origins.

Wednesday B Hope beyond weeping Jeremiah 31:16-17

Immediately following the passage about Rachel's weeping, we hear of
God's plan for redemption of his people. "There is hope for your
future."Words of comfort then and nowhat God's purposes continue

to unfold despite any appearances to the contrary and, seen
Christologically - God's ultimate plan was, and is, our redemption in
Christ. Read Hebrews 1:1-3

Thursday B Friday We are called to persevere Hebrews 12:3

This wonderful section of Hebrews that begins with " now faith is the
assurance of things hoped,ftite conviction of things not seen,”
describes the faith of so many who came before the recipients of this
letter and then ends with "let us run with perseverance the race marked
before us." Let us enter the N&®ar like steadfast Joseph, with trust

and obedience, faith and hope, placing others before ourselves.

revised by \&s Thompson

Looking Ahead

December 28

¥l Christmas Ofring

¥l CSN@Christmas Spectacular
December 31

¥ NewYea Eve Party
January 4

¥l Epiphany

¥l Baptism Service

LEARED 1) 3

ol

If you are notified of a prayer need or someone is hospitalized remember to contact the pastor first. So, he
will know of the need.

Praises! & Petitions

Polly Starkey Evelyn®Mom, LejannaVright, Ruby Johnson, Stelkdkins, Bertha
House, Betty Gomez, DAWharton, Carolyn Hdée, Diane Nelson, RoZkaylor,
JoEllen Bishop, Louis MautgrRozy®mom, those in our church family who have

suffered loss this past year

If you know of any anniversaries or Birthdayfiat need to be listed please let Pates know

De@mber BirthdayOs
5. Noah Wliam Thompson 19. Marie Pullin
5. Randy Fanklin 29. Jody Maet
13. Sue Bradley 30. Phillip Cummings
14. Denise Covert 30. Diane @har
De@mber Anniversaries
15. Rndy & Jennyr&nklin
28. Louis &helma Maet [65]
30. Wayne & Hith Fanklin [64]
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"The Saviour - yes, the Messiah, thed_.ehas
been born today in Bethlehem, the city of

David!

Luke 2 :1

Our Mission:
To leadpeopleto become fully devoted
followers ofChrist

Our Purpose:
To Bring In, Build Up,Train, Send Out
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